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Fredericksburg makes
top small business list
Organization says it’s a top
place to hang a shingle

TOPS IN TEXAS
Texas towns included on the list of 250
towns around the nation included:

F

redericksburg makes lots of lists:
No. 2 Small Town in the South,
according to Southern Living
Magazine; One of the 10 Best Wine Travel
Destinations in the World, according to
Wine Enthusiast Magazine; and so on.
Now, an organization called LendEDU,
has Fredericksburg as one of the top
small towns to start a small business.
With a constant inflow of visitors spending their money on area attractions, we
are not surprised.
Towns on this list were ranked by the
following six criteria:
1) Transportation cost;
2) Utilities cost;
3) Average household expenditure;
4) Average household income;
5) Percent increase in population
growth for next five years;
6) Percent of population in labor force.
There are lots of considerations when
starting a business. Finding an office
location can be difficult. But local real-

Addison (No. 4)
Bedford (28),
Wells Branch (30),
Galveston (106)

Canyon (187)
Webster (204)
Fredericksburg (218)
Euless (222)

tors can make connections happen.
Rising rents also pose a challenge to
new businesses, but some seasoned veterans say the additional traffic in the
popular areas, along with a savvy marketing plan, will lead to success if you sell
a product that’s in demand.
Fredericksburg also prides itself on
friendliness and professionalism, not
always a common trait in small towns.
It is the responsibility of business owners
to maintain these traits and continue to
improve where we can.
In the meantime, this is one more reason why Fredericksburg is the pride of
the Hill Country. People who have taken
a chance, hung a shingle and succeeded
will agree.

Vigilance the price of connected world

W

e live in a connected world.
We can use a smartphone at
work to turn on lights at home,
install refrigerators that order their own
groceries. All these computer networks,
public and private, allow for efficiency, but
an unsecured network is the cyber equivalent of going on vacation and leaving your
front door unlocked.
Networks are only as secure as their
weakest link, which is why public Wi-Fi
networks can be a gateway to cyber-mischief and cyber-crime.
Last week, the world got a major taste of
these vulnerabilities during a massive ransomware attack — dubbed WannaCry —
on hundreds of thousands of computers in
hospitals, universities, warehouses, banks
and other businesses in more than 150
countries. (Similar attacks have affected
businesses here in Gillespie County.)
Hackers hijacked computers, locking
users out of their data unless they paid a
ransom in bitcoins, almost impossible to
trace. An alert 22-year-old British cyberresearcher briefly slowed the attack by
activating a kill switch the hackers had
buried in the software, and Microsoft
has since issued patches to close the open
gateway. But by Monday, hackers had
updated the ransomware, this time without the kill switch, cyber-security experts
say — and the world is bracing for another
wave of disruptive attacks.
Experts have warned for years about

“

How to protect yourself
■ Get the latest software updates and
security patches.
■ Keep anti-virus products current and
scan your computer and emails for any
malicious programs or attachments.
■ Regularly back up important data.
■ Educate employees about malicious
links and emails that may contain viruses.
■ Run “penetration tests” of your company’s network security at least once a
year.

network vulnerabilities. It is time for the
rest of us to lift our heads from the sand.
Many businesses and government agencies have been slow to harden defenses
against cyber attacks — some because
of complacency, some because of the
expense. Some even failed to make basic
upgrades that might make it tougher for
hackers to burrow inside their computer
networks.
Just a few years ago, ransomware was a
blip on the Internet scam screen. Now, it is
a major threat and a billion-dollar industry, with 638 million global ransomware
attempts last year, up from four million
in 2015.
Our increasingly connected world has
made so much progress possible. But we
can’t ignore that it also requires a heightened level of alertness. – Dallas Morning
News

QUOTABLE
And when it rains on your parade, look up rather than down.
Without the rain, there would be no rainbow.”
— G.K. Chesterton
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion,
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech,
or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble,
and to petition the government for a redress of grievances.
— First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution
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Country schools a big
piece of Gillespie’s past
Time
O
Pieces
ne day last week, I
was searching for an
article in the bound
edition of the 1955 Standard
when I ran across a notice listing all of the “School Closings”
that would occur across the
county in the coming weeks
that year.
Because of the number of
rural schools located in Gillespie County back then,
school closings started as early
as the end of April so that
every rural school would have
an opportunity to celebrate
the end of the school year.
The first one on the list that
year caught my eye since it
was for the Doss School and I
was an eighth-grade graduate
of that far-northwestern Gillespie County school, having
begun my education there in
1964.
Back in 1955, the students
and teachers at Doss were the
first to have their school closing — Saturday, April 30.
Also on the list were other
Gillespie County rural schools
and the dates of their “closings,” including Pilot Knob
and Wrede, both Saturday,
May 7; Cherry Spring, Saturday, May 14; Morris Ranch
and Luckenbach, both Sunday,
May 15; Crabapple and Pecan
Creek, both Saturday, May 21,
and Rocky Hill, Sunday, May
22.
Each year, the schools rotated weekends on which each
school had their end-of-school
celebration.
-sygSchool closings were an
end-of-year tradition and celebration for the students who
had been practicing recitations, musical numbers and
plays since Easter.
Not only were they a chance
for the students to shine, but
the adults were able to visit
with locals as well as other
friends they usually only saw
once a year — at the school
closing.
An advertisement for the
Doss School Closing in 1955
listed the afternoon program
beginning at 2:30 p.m., to be
followed by a baseball game.

By Sherrie
Geistweidt

Each year, following the
afternoon program, everyone would gather around the
southern edge of the old “tabernacle” which stood where
the Community Center now
stands, to watch one of the
Doss baseball teams play a
team — usually from Fredericksburg or a nearby community.
Then, just as now, barbecue
was to be sold for lunch and
supper. The evening play was
to be presented by the older
students, and that year it was
“Poor Married Man.”
-sygSchool closings and rural
schools are practically a thing
of the past.
The Doss Consolidated Common School District is one of a
handful of rural school districts still in existence in Texas
today. The school rang its bell
for the first time in 1884.
The students and teachers
at Doss will be having their
annual school closing picnic
on Saturday, May 20 on the
school grounds located in
northwestern Gillespie County.
Just as over the last “umpteen years,” all kinds of barbecue, including pork, beef,
chicken and mutton for which
purchasers drive miles, will
again be sold by the pound 11
a.m. and 5 p.m. Other items
on sale include pinto beans
and potato salad by the container, as well as bread.
Everyone is reminded to
bring along a basket lunch or
supper to go along with the
barbecue.
Saturday evening, the students will present “Goldie
and the Three Bears,” a musical presentation written
by Donna Dirksing, at 6:30
p.m., and winners of the prize
drawing conducted by the
Friends of Doss School, will be

announced.
The refreshment stand will
be open for cold drinks, popcorn and other treats, and the
Doss 4-H will hold a bake sale.
Additional activities Saturday include a farmers’ market
selling vegetables grown in
the school greenhouse, a petting zoo, scavenger hunt, and
washer and horseshoe pitching.
The school closing picnic is
sponsored by the Friends of
Doss School. Proceeds from
the event and prize drawing
are used to buy equipment for
the school.
-sygAt one time, Gillespie County had 38 rural schools.
In 1909, Gillespie County
Judge Max Blum issued a
booklet entitled, A Booklet For
the Public Schools of Gillespie
County, Texas. Three independent school districts — Fredericksburg, Harper and Willow City — were also included.
The rural common school
districts were listed and
included Bear Creek, Cave
Creek, Cherry Mountain,
Cherry Spring, Crabapple,
Doss, Grape Hill, Grapetown
and Honey Creek.
Also,
Junction,
Klein
Branch, Klein Frankreich,
Knopp, Line, Live Oak, Lower
South Grape Creek, Luckenbach, Meusebach, Morris
Ranch, Nebgen and Nebo.
And, Onion Creek, Palo
Alto, Pecan Creek, Pedernales,
Petersburg, Pilot Knob, Pocket, Rheingold, Rocky Hill,
Squaw Creek, Stonewall, Tivydale, White Oak, Williams
Creek, Wolf Creek, Wrede and
Young’s Chapel.
While many of these are no
longer standing, some stand
vacant, and a number of them
are now community centers
and are listed on the Friends
of Gillespie County Rural
Schools Trail and are open
periodically.
This time of year, I’m
reminded of this important
part of our past.
sherrie@fredericksburgstandard.com

Lege grinds toward May 29 close
AUSTIN — With a mere two
weeks remaining until the end
of the 85th regular session of
the Texas Legislature, lawmakers have not yet finalized
a state budget for fiscal years
2018 and 2019.
The Legislature’s 150 House
members and 31 Senate members can work around the
clock, if need be. Their only
absolutely required accomplishment in the 140-day-long
session is to produce that budget and put it on the governor’s
desk. If they don’t, the governor will call them back for a
special session.
House floor debates, protracted by Republican intraparty bickering, ate up the

State Capitol Highlights
By Ed Sterling
TEXAS PRESS ASSOCIATION

clock last week. Sheaves of
mostly noncontroversial local
and consent bills accumulated and died as deadlines
took effect, and chances were
reduced for hundreds of other
bills to earn a spot on a floordebate calendar.
Despite the atmosphere in
the House, the body tentatively
passed House Bill 39, the Child
and Family Protective Services
and Health and Human
Services reform bill authored

by Gene Wu, D-Houston;
Richard Raymond, D-Laredo;
Sarah Davis, R-Houston; Toni
Rose, D-Dallas; James White,
R-Hillister; and coauthored
by Jason Isaac, R-Dripping
Springs; and Ina Minjarez
and Tomas Uresti, both D-San
Antonio. The bipartisan bill
seeks to support the existing
child protective services system by creating programs and
procedures that respond to service gaps, provide resources for
parties involved in child welfare and the foster care system,
and establish a more efficient
case management system.
HB 39 still must gain Senate
approval before advancing to
the governor’s desk.

