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Apply the Golden Rule during
spring break and all year long
Spring break gets underway
this Saturday all across Texas.
From research done by the staff
at the Fredericksburg Convention and Visitor Bureau, looks
like most schools and colleges
in Texas will taking the same
week off this year.
That’s not necessarily good
news. It is actually better for
destinations around Texas like
ours if spring break is spread
out over two or three weeks.
This is one of those weeks
that we will all need a little
dose of extra patience. If the
weather is good, restaurants
will be full and sidewalks along
Main Street will be crowded.
Bicyclists will be out on county
roads, and traffic along U.S.
290 East will be heavy.
Pioneer Museum, the National Museum of the Pacific
War and the Lyndon B. Johnson National Historical Park
will have special historical activities during spring break for
locals and families who are visiting our community.
The Fredericksburg Theater
Company and Rockbox Theater will offer entertainment,
as well as Luckenbach Texas
and other venues around town.
Please note that Enchanted
Rock State Natural Area will
be extremely busy during
spring break and more than
likely will have to close early
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every day.
If visitors are looking for an
outdoor experience, suggest a
walk on the Live Oak Wilderness Trail at Lady Bird Johnson Municipal Park or a visit
to LBJ State Park and Historic
Site at Stonewall.
Or maybe a stroll around
the Fort Martin Scott Historic
Site to read the interpretive
signage. Pedernales Falls State
Park is another great alternate
spot — just east of Johnson
City. Or how about a visit to
the Wildflower Ridge Alpaca
Ranch near Fredericksburg.
Visitors must schedule a tour
time by calling (830) 9909125.
And if the grandkids are visiting and you are not quite sure
how to keep them entertained
for a week, stop by the Fredericksburg Visitor Information Center at 302 East Austin
Street. Our friendly staff will
be passing out spring break
visitor information packets.
It is quite a feather in our
community’s cap that families from across Texas want
to spend their precious family
time (and financial resources)
in our Hill Country commu-

nity. Collectively, we help them
create spring break memories
that will last a lifetime.
Yes, I know that it takes a
little longer to get across town
or that you may have to wait in
line at your favorite restaurant
during spring break.
As a side note, I do hope that
the city’s new sound ordinance
will include some provisions
to help the Fredericksburg
Police Department shut down
loud partying late at night at
problematic guesthouses and
short-term rentals in residential areas.
I realize that when I go on
vacation to a particular city or
town, I may be the one taking
a local’s parking spot or seat
at their favorite restaurant. So
please treat our visitors the
way you want to be treated
when you go on your vacation.
And hopefully, the majority
of our visitors will reciprocate
and treat Fredericksburg and
Gillespie County residents
the way they would like to be
treated by visitors to their own
home town.
The golden rule (Matthew
7:12) applies to almost all situations — Treat others as you
wish to be treated.
Loeffler is president and CEO of
the Fredericksburg Convention and
Visitor Bureau.

Optimist Club sets oratorical contest
All students in public, private and parochial schools, and
those who are home-schooled,
are invited to enter the Optimist Club of Fredericksburg
oratorical contest.
The contest is open to students under age 18 as of Oct. 1,
2016. No student who has previously won a District Optimist
Oratorical Contest scholarship
will be eligible to compete at
any level of the competition
again. This year’s topic is:
“What the World Gains from
Optimism.”
Students are required to
prepare a four- to five-minute
speech on the topic.
This contest is designed to
assist youth in gaining public
speaking experience and provide them with an opportunity

to compete for a scholarship.
The Optimist Oratorical
Contest gives youngsters the
chance to speak to the world.
More than $150,000 in college
scholarships funded by the
Optimist International Foundations is awarded annually
from this program.
Contest details, materials, official contest rules, and entry
forms can be obtained from
contacting Billy Pahl, contest
chair, at 830-456-1188. Deadline to submit an application is
Friday, April 7, with the contest
to be held the following week.
Contest history
First conducted in 1928, this
is the second most popular
Optimist International program.
Nearly 2,000 clubs participate in

this program each year.
The winners at the club level
receive medallions and zone winners receive a plaque.
Districts have the opportunity
to provide two $2,500 scholarships or a first place scholarship
of $2,500, a second place scholarship of $1,500, and a third
place scholarship of $1,000.
Club winners will receive a
monetary award as well as a
medallion. Club winners advance
to the zone contest and the winners at that level go on to the
district contest to compete for a
$2,500 college scholarship.
The district-level scholarships
are funded by the Optimist
International Foundations. Scholarships are awarded to each
regional winner in United States
dollars (unless otherwise stipulated) in the amount of at least
$5,000.

Tea Party to welcome pro-life state advocate
The Fredericksburg Tea Party will hold its second Thursday monthly meeting from
6:30-8 p.m. March 9 at its new
meeting location, Backwoods
BBQ, 320 FM 2093 (Tivydale
Road).
Attendees may have dinner
or dessert and beverages before or during the meeting.
FTP will host John Seago,
legislative director for Texas
Right to Life.
Seago leads the research,
writing and lobbying for state

For more information, visit
pro-life legislation as well
as advancing items such as www.fredericksburgteaparty.
the Judicial Bypass Reform org.
and Patient Protections that
passed in 2015.
He also serves as a patient
advocate, assisting patients
and families in clinical ethics
conflicts across the state.
Seago will speak to the current state legislation affecting
right to life and end of life issues.
The public is invited to attend.

Local doc wins national
award for his memoir
Fredericksburg
reer in medicine,
doctor Tom Hutand was awarded the
ton, M.D.’s memoir,
bronze medal in the
“Carrying the Black
“Best Debut Author”
Bag: A Neurolocategory. Published
gist’s Bedside Tales”
by Texas Tech Univerhas been named
sity Press, the book
among the winis available in hardners in the Feathcover.
ered Quill Literary
“We were overHutton
Awards.
whelmed by both the
The
Feathered
number and extraorQuill Literary Awards is a dinary quality of entries for
national awards program this year’s awards program,”
that celebrates excellence Feathered Quill editor Ellen
in publishing. Recognizing Feld said. “In particular, The
books from both large and Best Debut Author category
independent presses, the was filled with worthy entries.”
awards honor the best books
“Tom Hutton, M.D.’s memoir
in numerous categories.
was a real standout: compel“Carrying the Black Bag: A ling, well-written, and an inNeurologist’s Bedside Tales” credibly beautiful and hopeful
is a memoir of Hutton’s ca- testament to the human spirit,”

School friends adopt Gillespie
Friends of Gillespie County Country Schools adopted
the Gillespie County website page within the Texas
Almanac URL in order to
get state and national recognition.
“We want to be associated with the top groups
in Texas that support and
teach Texas history,” said
Jane Woellhof, director-atlarge of the FGCCS. “Our
missions are harmonious.
We want to show the pub-

The
Fredericksburg
Chamber of Commerce has
partnered with Doug Hall,
of W.D. Hall Company,
to offer of customer service trainings as part of its
Chamber Workshop Series.
“Exceptional Customer
Service is Profitable” will
be offered from 9-11 a.m.
Thursday, March 9 at the
Hill Country University
Center.
“This first session is designed especially for busi-

according to Woellhof.
In addition to exposure, the
adoption included an article in
the Texas Almanac on the Willow City School painted stage
curtain restoration, Woellhof
said.
Visit the almanac at https://
texasalmanac.com/topics/government/gillespie-county.
Adoption certificates are
on display at each of the 12
Friends member schools and
at the annual fundraiser barbecue on Sunday, April 2.

ness owners and managers,”
said Chamber President Penny
C. McBride. “Doug has created
a unique curriculum that helps
business owners and managers
to consider the full continuum
of customer service delivery
from finding the right people
to building an on-going culture around core service concepts.”
Cost to participate is $50
per person. Advance registration can be made online, using
links provided in the Cham-

ber’s weekly e-newsletter or by
calling the Chamber office at
830-997-5000.
A limited number of walk-up
registrations will also be available the day of the event.
A companion workshop
for customer service employees will be offered by Hall on
Thursday, March 23 from 9-11
a.m. or 2-4 p.m. (same content at each) to accommodate
sending all employees by staggering times. Registration for
employee workshops is $25.

NARFE group to next meet on March 13
The meeting for the Na- NARFE-PAC and discuss the tend.
For any additional informational Active and Retired federation convention in May.
All active and retired federal tion, contact Jo Ann KrausFederal Employees Association (NARFE) will be held employees are invited to at- kopf at 997-4480.
at Andy’s Steak and Seafood
Grille at 11:30 a.m. Monday,
March 13.
The group will observe
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at 2 a.m., Sunday, March 12.
The time switch over the second weekend in March ends
the period that began on Nov.
6, 2016.

Block the Sun, not the View

lic that our organization is at
the state and national level
and we’re not just a little local
group.”
The Texas Almanac, sponsored by the Texas Historical Commission, gets over
400,000 views per year on
their website, she said.
She considered the $200
adoption fee well spent. Only
one group can adopt a county
per year, she said. Spots in this
program called the Great Texas
Land Rush Project fill up fast,

HCUC to host customer workshop

DST to begin Sunday morning
Gillespie County residents
will need to set their clocks forward one hour Saturday night,
March 11, to prepare for Daylight Saving Time’s beginning

she said.
During Hutton’s 30-plus
years of practicing in West
Texas and Minnesota, the
physician and neurologist discovered that a doctor’s best
teachers are often his patients.
They are thus the inspiration
of his book. Hutton is an internationally-recognized clinical
and research neurologist and
educator. The past president of
the Texas Neurological Society,
he served as a professor and
vice chairman of the Department of Medical and Surgical
Neurology at the Texas Tech
School of Medicine. He now
lives on his cattle ranch near
Fredericksburg.
Hutton’s his website is at:
www.jthomashutton.wordpress.com

Bud, Coors, Miller Beer, 12-12 oz. cans .............. $11.69
Dr. Pepper, 12-12 oz. cans .......................2 for $8.00
Assorted Pork Chops ............................$1.79/lb.
Center ...........................$1.99/lb.
Pork Spare Ribs, Mkt. Bulk .......................$1.99/lb.
Oranges...................................................99¢/lb.
Green Cabbage........................................39¢/lb.
Seymour Post Hole Digger, DG100.............$27.75
Wolverine Work Boots, #2429.....................$109.98
General Merchandise
Plus AdditionAl in-store sAvings

50934.40

For Lease
Carr Development, Inc. announces:

805 West Main Street
10,000 SF Retail or Office Building
Minimum space 1,200 SF

Top-Shelf Selection & Service

INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR
CUSTOM DRAPERY - BLINDS - SHADES - SHUTTERS
Contact us for a complimentary in-home
consultation at your convenience or visit our
showroom at our new location.

Take your pick from a large selection of Whiskey and
Scotch. We also have many local Wines and Beers available.

• Fine wines from around the world
• Your favorite name brand spirits
• Craft, import & domestic beers

507 Junction Hwy in Kerrville
Call us today!

830-733-0041

www.kerrvillewindowfashions.com

44908.07

Make plans to visit our
booth at the
2016 Business Expo
on August 5-6 at
the Hill Country Youth
Event Center in Kerrville.

Special Orders Welcome

Large Parking Lot

For Additional Information Contact:
Ken Carr: 512-750-1771
Matt Jacobs: 512-306-1771

810 West Main Street • Fredericksburg, Texas
830-992-3235 • www.AJsLiquor.com
51085.40tf

Open Mondays - Saturdays from 10am - 9pm 44936.09

