
By Yvonne Hartmann

Samplers have a story to tell.
These pieces of fabric art 

have been used as a teaching 
aid in country schools, and 
today they help tell the story 
of a girl’s education in earlier 
times.

These stories will be brought 
to life when the 2016 Country 
School Association of America 
Convention is held in Freder-
icksburg, June 19-22, 2016.

Theme for the convention, 
hosted by the Friends of Gil-
lespie County Country Schools, 
is “On the Land, Learning at 
Hand.”

And in keeping with that 
theme, an exhibit of over 40 
antique and contemporary 
samplers is planned at Pioneer 
Museum.

“Samplers are just woven 
into our lives,” said Jane Woell-
hof, a national CSAA co-chair-
man and director at large with 
the Friends of Gillespie County 
Country Schools. “They teach 
us a lot but they mean a lot. 
Most families don’t throw 
them away.”

Since conference attendees 
will be coming from all over 
the United States, local orga-
nizers want to highlight some 
of the differences in early-day 
schools here and elsewhere.

“We want to show some of 
our differences of being on the 
land and how the land — liv-
ing there and working there 
— impacted the learning of the 
students,” Woellhof said. “They 
learned by doing.

Creating samplers
Samplers have been made 

since the 1500s and have never 
fully gone out of fashion, said 
Woellhof, who added that they 
were very strong in the 1700s 
and 1800s in Europe and 
America.

There are many different 
types of samplers, and the 
Schoolgirl Sampler Exhibit 
will showcase the basic mark-
ing samplers which usually 
included alphabets, numerals 
and geometric patterns as well 
as the darning, the buttonhole 
and other types of fancy sam-
plers with verses, houses, mo-
tifs and those worked in single 
or multiple colors.

Woellhof said that young 

girls, and even boys, made 
samplers to learn the alphabet 
and their numbers to promote 
reading, writing and math 
skills.

“There was an additional 
reason to learn to make these 
cross-stitched designs,” Woell-
hof said. “They could use these 
stitches as a marking system 
for their linens and clothing.”

“Something important this 
exhibit will tell is that we for-
get how expensive fabric and 
clothing were,” Woellhof said. 
“They were treasures.”

In fact, she said, clothing was 
often listed as treasured pos-
sessions in wills.

She added that it was neces-
sary to mark personal textiles 
since often a shared laundry 
place was used in earlier times.

Learning the skills needed to 
produce a sampler could also 
help women earn a living with 
their needlework.

Traditionally, the samplers 
were done in cross stich, 

thought to be the oldest known 
embroidery stitch, using red or 
blue thread because they were 
colorfast, and then progressed 
to other stitches.

Evelyn Weinheimer, who is 
in charge of the archives pro-
gram at Pioneer Museum, 
added that the students were 
also taught to do the samplers 
in different fonts.

“This practical skill served 
you in everyday life as ‘mark-
ing’ as well as assisting in your 
education,” Weinheimer said. 
“Remember, girls were not al-
ways allowed to attend school 
with the boys so the needle was 
their educator, their teacher.”

In addition, creating sam-
plers stressed eye-hand coor-
dination and repetitive move-
ment.

“So much thinking was in-
volved in the planning of the 
samplers,” Woellhof said. “You 

really built your skills as a stu-
dent. You had to work inde-
pendently, you had to think it 
through.”

Back then, the patterns 
weren’t stenciled on the fabric. 
Individuals looked at the pat-
tern on a graph and then used 
the threads of the fabric, which 
was usually either linen or cot-
ton, as their guides.

“You see some samplers 
where they just ran out of 
room because they didn’t plan 
well enough,” Woellhof said. 

“These kinds of jobs are 
teaching you skills for the next 
job,” Woellhof said.

Sampler exhibit
Woellhof said that research 

shows what school girl sam-
plers contributed to learning 
was strong so it just seemed 
natural, she said, to approach 
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FREDERICKSBURG
ARTISTS’ SCHOOL

Phil Bob Borman Landscape Class,
September 7-11, $595

Call Bill Bush at 830.997.0515 
for registration.

See our website for more details:
www.fbgartschool.com

Judy Fuller Landscape Class,
September 14-17, $495

William A. Schneider Portrait Class, 
Oil & Pastel Welcome

September 21-25, 
$675, plus $50 model fee

is pleased to announce 
 openings in the following classes:

September 7-11,

Locally owned and now open
serving the hill country

for all your
heating and cooling needs. 

Service, Commercial,
and Installation. 

“These brothers are out in the heat, so 
that you don’t have to be!” 

Mark Espinoza   830-998-2703
Richard Espinoza   830-456-7331

oreanGiceIEg#gmail�com

Lic# TACLA64064E
36091.13

CITY CLEANERS
Dry Cleaning & Laundry

Family-owned Since 1946

361 1 2. 1 3 & 1 5

Loyalty Program
Get Rewarded - 

Receive Your 
Card Today!

Highest Quality Superior Customer Service
Tuxedos * Alterations *  Bedding/Linens

606 N. Llano St.
830-997-2601
Same Day Service

Available!

H Every order thru September 30th will be entered 
in a random drawing for a Free Kindle E-Reader

606 

Drive Thru Service.

Stuart
sparkles
on stage

FULL HOUSE  ▶C3

Threads of education 

SAMPLERS  ▶C4

Schoolgirl samplers were used to help learn the alphabet, their numbers, 
to promote reading, writing and math skills. Often, the name of the stu-

dent creating the sampler was also stitched onto the fabric such as this 
one created by Rosalie Ahrens. — Standard-Radio Post/Yvonne Hartmann

Schoolgirl samplers exhibit among national conference events

SHARING SAMPLERS
Persons interested in sharing their samplers for the ex-

hibit are invited to do so. The samplers will be displayed 
securely and will be returned.

For more information, contact Jane Woellhof at 990-
8059 or email her at jane423@austin.rr.com.

As a kid watching the Por-
ter Wagoner TV show in the 
1960s, even while distracted 
by a young Dolly Parton pull-
ing dish towels out of a box 
of Breeze, I remembered the 
classic country star’s rhine-
stone suits and big hair. 

So did Marty Stuart, the 
Grammy award-winning 
country artist, TV host and 
photographer, who used that 
memory to become the High 
Priest of Hillbilly Fashion.

Stuart is a whiz-bang 
picker, mastering guitar and 
mandolin while blazing his 
musical trail. 

But many of his fans know 
him for his clothes —rhine-
stoned, fringed, embroi-
dered, embossed, studded, 
buckled suits that literally 
sparkle on stage.

“It was simply about the 
pure beauty of it at the be-
ginning,” Stuart said in a 
phone interview when asked 
about his fashion sense. “I 
always wanted those kinds 
of clothes. When we started 
our own band, videos were 
a big part of artist PR. And 
so, I simply went back to the 
way those old ’60s television 
shows dazzled me as a kid.”

While it may have started 
as sparkle and buzz, it turned 
into something with more 
substance.

“After I got to know the 
people who made those 
clothes, I saw the artistry 
in them,” Stuart said. “So 
I wanted to promote the 
clothes, the art, and the con-
cept. The by-product was 
that it looked pretty good on 
TV!”

While most of us don’t go 
to the office wearing bla]ers 
bedazzled with black roses, 
Stuart looks upon his rain-
bow closet the way a house 
painter might see his cover-
alls.

“I call them my ‘work 
clothes,’” he said with a 
laugh. “I think Bob Dylan 
called it his ‘rabbit suit in 

New Arrivals at consignments 
at Larry Jackson’s 

The contents of 3 large estates arrived 
this week filling our shop to the brim. 

Designer furniture * Pottery 
Books * Silver * Glass * Lamps * rugs * art 

Everything to make your home 
SPECTACULAR! 

BARGAINS ABOUND 
209 South Llano * 1 ½ blocks off Main 

LarryJacksonAntiques.com 
Mon.-Sat.-9:30-5:00 * This Friday, open until 8:00 36
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SAMPLERS: A part of education
Cont. from C1

Jane Woellhof, left, and Evelyn Weinheimer 
look over some of the samplers on display 

at Pioneer Museum. — Standard-Radio Post/
Yvonne Hartmann

the Pioneer Museum about 
partnering with the Friends 
of Gillespie County Country 
Schools for this exhibit.

“These partners share a 
common goal: preserving the 
past to enrich the future with 
emphasis on country schools 
and our heritage,” Woellhof 
said.

The Schoolgirl Sampler Ex-
hibit will actually open on 
May 2 and continue for three 
months through July 30.

Eight of the samplers that 
will be featured in the exhibit 
are from the Pioneer Museum 
archives, Weinheimer said.

National conference
More than 100 people are 

expected to attend the four-
day Country Schools Associa-
tion of America 2016 National 
Convention that will be head-
quartered at the Pioneer Mu-
seum.

Vickie Jennett, author of “A 
Schoolroom Alphabet” nee-
dlework book, will be the key-
note speaker.

Jennett, of Arizona, is a well-
known needleworker who col-
lects samplers, two of which 
will be in the exhibit.

She will focus her presenta-
tion on how samplers helped 
in education and how they 
helped young women.

The conference will also in-
clude self-driving tours to area 
country schools, program-
ming, exhibits, presentation 
of grants and scholarships, a 
dinner at the National Mu-
seum of the 3acific :ar and 
a motor coach tour of country 
schools and free time.

More information on the 
conference will be updated 
as it becomes available on the 
Friends of Gillespie County 
Country Schools website at 
www.historicschools.org.

Harper News
By Peggy Ernst

School has started and Harp-
er officially has ��� students at 
the first of the year. 

Harper Independent School 
District is the largest employer 
in our area, with 49 teachers, 
coaches and directors; five 
aides; two librarians; the su-
perintendent and three prin-
cipals; the secretaries or assis-
tants in each of their offices; a 
nurse; two counselors; main-
tenance people; housekeeping; 
bus drivers; cafeteria and the 
IT department.

We understand the pre-kin-
dergarten group (three- and 
four-year-olds) alone has 28 
students this year.

Harper Frontier Days will be 
celebrated this weekend with a 
variety of activities.

Events on Saturday include:
•.id )ish at �� a.m.
•/ittle 0r.�/ittle 0iss at 

noon.
•:asher pitching at � p.m.
•'omino tournament at � 

p.m.
•3arade line�up begins at 

2:30 p.m., judging is at 4 p.m. 
and step-off is at 5 p.m.

•7he meal in the picnic area 
will be by donation once again 
this year, and 'aniel and /in-
da Rech are in charge. It be-
gins at 6 p.m.

•7he rodeo by the /ester 
Meier Rodeo Company will 
begin at � p.m. /ocal riders 
and ropers are entered in the 
events.

•'ance to the music of 
Country From the Heart band 
beginning at 9 p.m.

The museum will open at 10 
a.m. and the concession stand 
will be open from 8 a.m. to 
when the rodeo ends.

The Community Team Rop-
ing on Friday night is open to 
any team roper who lives in 
*illespie, .err, .imble, 0ason 
and .endall counties, and the 
top five will rope in the rodeo 
on Saturday night for prizes.

Books open on Friday night 
at 5 p.m. and the event begins 
at 6 p.m.

On Sunday, the youth of the 
community as well as the sur-
rounding area will have their 
own play day, with barrel races, 
pole bending, breakaway calf 

roping and more.
Books open at noon and 

events begin at 1 p.m.
Intermixed with all of that, 

on Friday night, Sept. 4, the 
volleyball team will compete 
in our gym against .nippa and 
the high school football team 
will travel to San Saba.

The junior high and JV 
teams will play on Thursday 
night. Next week, everyone 
competes against Ingram.

School pictures will be taken 
next week on Sept. 9, and the 
37O will have its first meeting 
of the year in the elementary 
cafeteria.

The Friends of Harper will 
have their first $dopt�$�High-
way trash pickup on Saturday, 
Sept. 12, starting at 8:30 a.m.

You can meet your friends 
at the Adopt-A-Highway sign 
on Ranch Road 783 South, 
and help keep Harper clean by 
volunteering with this group. 
Everyone is welcome and vests 
will be handed out there.

Anyone wishing to help man 

the concession stand on Sat-
urday, Sept. 5, during Frontier 
Days events is asked to call the 
church in charge or just show 
up to help.  

It takes four-to-six people to 
help during a two-hour shift 
and more during the actual ro-
deo time itself.

Here is the line-up: Friday 
night — Wild Ride and Pres-
byterians; Saturday, 8 a.m. to 
noon � /utherans and 0eth-
odists; noon to 4:30 p.m. — 
%aptists and /ighthouse, and 
6:30-10 p.m. — Catholics.

Brush Arbor Days will be 
coming up on Sept. 13-14. Any-
one attending on Sunday eve-
ning is welcomed to the pot-
luck meal that will be shared, 
but you are asked to please 
bring a dish to share. 

The Baptists will be furnish-
ing the meat and beans, the 
/ighthouse folks will bring all 
the paper goods the /utherans 
and Catholics will furnish des-
serts and coffee. 

The meal will begin at 6 p.m. 

and the service will follow.
On Monday night, the service 

will begin at 6 p.m. and cookies 
and punch will follow to close 
out the event for another year. 
The Methodists, Presbyterians 
and Wild Ride are in charge on 
Monday.

The barbecue cook-off is Oct. 
9-10, and there will be added 
money this year for contest 
winners. Call Damon Clark for 
more information.

On our sick list this week 
we include: Paula Deike, who 
came home after more than 
a week in the hospital, only 
to have to return the next day 
with complications. She is 
hopefully home now. 

Also, please include Dale 
Jones in your prayers, and a 
thankful one for Fran Dendy 
who had to be airlifted to San 
Antonio with a head injury on 
Saturday. She returned home 
on Sunday.  

Grandparent’s Day is coming 

up on Sept. 13.
The work on the “Here’s 

Harper Three” book is looking 
good and going right along. 
Please get your story or at least 
your family outline in as soon 
as you can. We hope we can 
put this all together by the end 
of September and will have 
your family’s name mentioned.  

As mentioned before, the 
first two books have laid the 
foundation in the founding 
of Harper and stories in and 
around the area; now is the 
time to update the modern 
Harper and all the people who 
now make up our community 
and how they got here.

It’s easy to submit at one of 
the businesses in town with a 
flyer � %ehrends
 )eed, :al-
do
s, /onghorn &afe, Security 
Bank and Dauna’s. Informa-
tion can also be submitted to 
this writer at P.O. Box 425 or 
by email to  pegernst@gmail.
com.  

Treating all Surgical and Non-Surgical Foot and Ankle problems

Diabetic Foot Care • Heel Pain • Bunions • Ingrown Nails
Hammertoes • Fungal Nails • Flat Feet • Neuroma

Sports Medicine • Wounds • Arthritic Joints • Tendonitis

Most insurance accepted
Go to www.hillcountryfoot.com for more information 

or to request an appointment.
307 S Washington, Fredericksburg, TX 78624 3 5 6 2 2 . 1 2

Dr. Susie Sant’Anna

HILL COUNTRY ADVANCED FOOT & ANKLE CENTER
Welcomes Dr. Susie Sant’Anna

Now Seeing New Patients in Fredericksburg Full Time

830-693-8144

* Full Line of Organic Products *
Texas Master CNP on site

Mon. - Sat. 8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Sunday 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

528 Jefferson St.  Kerrville

          830-792-4444

          800-887-3014

        

                      www.theplanthaus2.com

 The Plant Haus 2
All Purpose Nursery

Vegetables,Trees,Shrubs, 
Flowers,& Fertilizers

34478.05

Radiothon
fundraiser 
set for Sept. 12

New Horizons’ 27th Ra-
diothon will run from 4-10 
p.m. on Saturday, Sept. 12, 
on ��� .1$)�$0.

/ocal and area bands 
will play live at the station, 
while people from both 
.1$) and 1ew Hori]ons 
will work phone lines, ask-
ing for donations.

Valorie Dorer, who helps 
with New Horizons and 
will work on-air as a disc 
jockey for the event, esti-
mates $26,000 was raised 
from last year’s Radiothon.

Proceeds will go to New 
Horizons, which provides 
individualized services to 
adults with developmental 
challenges.

The Radiothon is one 
of two major fundraisers 
New Horizons holds each 
year. The other is a barbe-
cue chicken dinner, which 
was held on June 7 this 
year.

More information and 
donations can be made 
by calling .1$) at ����
2197, or New Horizons at 
997-8696 for anyone who 
wants to make donations 
prior to the event.

Guadalupe Watercolor 
Group will meet at 1 p.m. 
on Tuesday, Sept. 8, in the 
forum of the .err $rts and 
Cultural Center at 228 Earl 
*arrett in .errville.

President Jeanne Heisse 
will conduct a short business 
meeting to discuss the up-
coming Fall Juried Show.

The program will be pre-
sented by /esta )rank of 
San Antonio who will dem-
onstrate her techniques for 
creating backgrounds and 
textures with watercolor and 
acrylics.

Guadalupe
Watercolor
Group to meet

36087.13
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